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Objectives 
  Explain the need for longitudinal care considerations in PA 
education. (3-4 minutes) 

  Describe the longitudinal care tool and how it can be 
incorporated. (11 minutes) 

  Utilize the LCT template to design a longitudinal curricular 
plan for a specific educational topic



 
Why do we need longitudinal care in physician assistant  education? 
 

• Reinforces important topics across the curriculum 

• Adds value and continuity as the instruction builds upon itself 
throughout the entire length of the program 

• Ensures that essential disease processes are included and 
sufficiently covered within the curriculum 

• Longitudinal care is designed to guide and prepare PA students 
to become competent providers and provide exceptional care 
across the life span. 

• Looks at the lifetime risk verus the snippet of care at one visit 
(patient-centered care). 



What is the longitudinal care tool (LTC)? 
• Tool that looks at the  pieces of curriculum across the 

continuum 

• Reinforces integration of clinical and didactic education  

• Provides a model for patient-centered longitudinal care 

• Curriculum mapping tool  

• Correlates with the competencies 



Why? 
• The CC is tasked to help provide resources and curriculum 

tools. 

• Strategic look at the curriculum and think outside the box 
for resources to assist with clinical site shortages 

• Provide continuity 

• Benchmark PA student education 

• Fulfill ARC-PA standards 



Original Template 
Key Concepts Exposure (Introduction)  Assessment-Initial Application 

(Development)  Assessment-Ongoing Proficiency (Entry to 
Practice) Program Self-Assessment

Medical Knowledge 
Courses  

Groups, labs, early clinical 
experiences Summative Exam? SCPE,  Simulation  

Definition / epidemiology/ Clinical 
Presentation/ History taking/ 

 

Physical Assessment  

Diagnostic Testing/ Labs/ Differential 
Diagnosis

Assessment/Treatment Plan/Counseling 
and Patient Education

Interpersonal & Communication 
Skills     

  
Individual Accommodations
Population Needs
Patient Perspective
Counseling
Documentation

Practice Based Learning and 
Improvement       

Provider improvement and recognition of 
limitations

Maintenance of certification (SA-PI) 
activities

EBM, research methods, information 
technology

Patient Care       

Clincal experience
IPE
Patient Management/Treatment Modalities

Professionalism       

Ethics
Cultural Sensitivity
Medical Legal Aspects (PA role)

Systems Based Practice       

EBM/Informatics
Health Care Delivery
Coordination of Care
Continuity of care



Template 





Obesity Example 















Things to consider when using the LTC 
• Are all competencies created equally? 
• Which competencies are you focusing on?  
• Where do you teach obesity (insert your topic here) in the 

curriculum? 
• Or where don’t you teach it ?  
• When do you teach it? 
• How do you teach it? Methods  
• How do you assess it ? 
• What do you do with the assessment? 
• Is there a gap analysis? 



Topics: 
• Audience participation  

• Ideas for curricular evaluation  

• Work individually or in small groups 

• Active discussion encouraged  

• Facilitators will answer questions 



Discussion  
• Ease of usage 

• Feedback  

• Themes 
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